
 

 

Crisis Declaration by Commissioner Adam Putnam Allows Use of 
Bactericides as Foliar Treatments in Florida Citrus 
 
March 4, 2016 
 
The Florida Commissioner of Agriculture, the Honorable Adam Putnam has exercised his 
authority under the Emergency Exemptions provisions of FIFRA to declare a crisis that will 
allow use of the antibiotics; Streptomycin Sulfate (FireWall™ 50WP, AgroSource, Inc), 
Oxytetracycline Hydrochloride (FireLine™ 17WP, AgroSource, Inc), and Oxytetracycline 
Calcium Complex (Mycoshield®, Nufarm Americas, Inc.) in foliar applications to enhance the 
overall tree health of Huanglongbing infected trees in Florida citrus groves.  Florida growers can 
use any of the three products allowed for use once the Crisis declaration is issued (as limited by 
the specific conditions of use for the individual product) until the Environmental protection 
Agency completes its review of the specific exemption petition submitted by FDACS December 
4, 2015 (at the request of FFVA and its subsidiary TPR, Inc. on behalf of the Citrus Industry).  
The need to move forward at this time with the crisis declaration is due to the unseasonably 
warm period we are experiencing triggering the flush and bloom of citrus.  For maximum 
potential efficacy these products need to be applied during maximum flush of young leaves at the 
appropriate use rate and finished spray volume to ensure coverage of the young foliage. 
 
Use of these three products during the crisis period and while the EPA continues its review 
of the pending specific exemption request will be governed by the conditions described in 
the Declaration letter to EPA from Commissioner Putnam (letter is attached).  These use 
restrictions were based on the draft proposed labels (also attached) included in the package 
submitted to the agency.  Growers who use these products during the crisis period and beyond 
must have copies of the crisis declaration letter, the existing Federal label for the registered 
products and the section 18 label authorizing use in the state of Florida (once finalized with the 
issuance of the section 18 by the Agency).  These documents should be available from the 
distributor where the product is purchased.  During the crisis period the draft labels under 
consideration by the agency will be available and used as a guide for the use of each product.  
Attached to this notice is a use label comparison of the three products that provide a side-by-side 
comparison of the label conditions contained on those draft labels.  This document is not a 
substitute for the EPA and FDACS approved labels. 
 
 
Growers should be especially diligent in their use of these products and recognize the importance 
of maintaining the rotational aspects and the use conditions concerning worker re-entry and pre-
harvest intervals.  For additional information, if needed,  please contact either the registrants of 
the of the products, AgroSource, Inc. --  FireWall 50 WP and Fireline 17 WP (Bo Meador, 
Florida Sales Representative Cell Phone (863) 673-0727),  and Nufarm Americas, Inc. – 
Mycoshield (Craig Noll 239 691 8060 - Craig.Noll@us.nufarm.com, Danielle Larochelle - 919 
379 2530   Danielle.Larochelle@us.nufarm.com, or  Bob Bruss - 919 379 2513  - 
Bob.Bruss@us.nufarm.com)  or FFVA/TPR, Inc., Daniel Botts, daniel.botts@ffva.com  or 
Michael Aerts, mike.aerts@ffva.com  or by telephone at (321) 214-5222. 
 
 



 

 

Attachments: 
 
Crisis Declaration Letter, Commissioner Adam Putnam to EPA, March 4, 2016 
 
Draft  Proposed Section 18 Exemption Labels 
 
 FireLine 17 WP 
 Firewall 50 WP 
 Mycoshield 
 
Use Comparison Table, FFVA/TPR, Inc., March 4, 2016 
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